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Background

Historically, hominids evolved and coalesced into larger,
complex social structures, requiringenergy to power large
brainsand drivingthe need to target larger prey. Using
Optimal Forage Theory as the background forinvestigating
extinct hominid prey preference, we aim to answer the
guestions- what are the preferred prey and why?
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Variables for analyses in
Rstudio 4.0.2: prey
abundance (random bone
accumulations), Body mass
of prey (kgs), Taphonomic
data (kills), Habitat and site,
Periodization data (era,
industry)
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Results

Lg. Bovids
Chamois, Alpine
Reindeer

Deer, Fallow
Zebra, Plains
Hedgehog, European
Sm. Bovids

Horse, Wild
Rhinoceros

Med. Bovids
Rodents

Deer, Roe
Aurochs

Lion, Eurasian cave
Guanaco

Deer, Muntjac
Bison, Steppe
Wolf

Rhinoceros, Woolly
Ass, European
Horse

Deer, Red

Hare, European

Fox, Red

Cat, Wild

Pig, Wild
Mammoth, Woolly
Elk, Irish

Mega bovids
Kudu, Greater
Rhebok, grey
Eland, Common
Porcupine, Caﬁe
e

Use abundance and kill data
to calculate Jacobs’ Index for
each species n >3

Determine drivers of

Sna
preference through GLM Buffalo Afrkl?aar’g
within maximum likelihood Reedbuck, mountain

Lizard, Monitor
frame Rabbit, European
Carnivore
) Buffalo, giant
Segmented modelling for Porcupine
ideal body mass range
preferred+

i DETERMINING PREY PREFERENCES OF EXTINCT HOMINID GROUPS USING TAPHONOMIC DATA

# Sites 31 54 161

# Species 62 167 504

Countries 12 15 37

Pref. mass (kgs) 783 5.5-295 0.6-535
Extinct Hominids
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Conclusions

* Trends toward larger species, more
energetic benefits for next hunt.
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